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alliance between the two houses as a precursor of a
political union. Stephen was at the moment a
widower and had no particular objection to a Byzan-
tine marriage, strenuously though this was resisted by
many of his friends. They foresaw that the introduc-
tion of a Greek princess into the Servian Court would
infallibly lead to those feminine intrigues in which
the ladies of the Imperial family were adepts. But
Stephen refused to listen to his advisers; and the
marriage between himself and the Greek Emperor's
daughter Simonis, who was no less than thirty-four
years younger than her husband, was celebrated
with great pomp at Salonica. Before many years had
passed, the Servian sovereign had good cause to rue
that day.

He lost no time in performing his promise to his
Imperial father-in-law and assisting him against the
Turks. A Serb army crossed into Asia Minor, and
in 1303 their efforts drove back the Ottoman invaders.
Covered with glory, the victorious Serbs returned to
their own land. But the danger which menaced the
Greek Empire had been only temporarily averted.
Twelve years later Andronicus once more applied to
Stephen for help. The Servian army entered Thrace
and swept the Turks into the sea. Few of the Otto-
man soldiers escaped with their lives, none regained
their liberty. Twice had Servian arms saved the
Byzantine Empire. Xo less successful was the short
campaign against the Bulgarians, who invaded
Servia with a body of Tartar allies. The Arch-
bishop called forth the people and led them in
person. His efforts prevailed; the Bulgarians were